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President’s Message
By Peggy Hinman
As the ski season comes to a close, I would like to thank all of you for being a member of the Idaho
Falls Ski Club this year. I hope you had a chance to get in some fun skiing and boarding, and if you
have not had enough, there are still ski days left to enjoy Grand Targhee,
As a club, we were busy. We had a Fall Social, the annual ski and board sale, many trips, nordic skiing
at Kelly Canyon, and three weekends of lessons at Targhee. Throughout the season, we increased the
number and variety of benefits available to members such as discounts on food and lodging. See
Web site for the listing of benefits.
We are pleased to announce one more event to cap off the season. On May 9, we will be having a
Spring Social at Idaho Brewing Company starting at 3 PM We will have a band, food and
drinks. This is open to club members of all ages, and we look forward to seeing you! Come and
share your stories of the season!
Over the summer, the Ski Club Board will start planning for next season. If you have ideas for us or
wish to join in our planning, please drop me a line or give me a call. We welcome your views on
activities, benefits, or trips that you would like the club to offer.
Finally, we are always seeking volunteers to run trips, help with events, or serve on the Board. This is
YOUR club, the “BEST IN THE WEST”, and together we can make it even better.

Idaho Falls Ski Club Contribution to the Teton Regional Land Trust

Promotion of Outdoor pursuits throughout the year for our community is a basic goal of our Idaho
Falls Ski Club. There are many local organizations that share this worthy goal throughout our
special region of the Rocky Mountains - one of which is the Teton Regional Land Trust. Recently the
Board made a decision to contribute $500 to this Trust by way of the Wray Landon Legacy Fund. As
many of you know Wray Sr. and Lani Landon have been long time members and active supporters
of the Ski Club. Five years ago they lost their son Wray Landon in a tragic avalanche accident in the
Tetons. Both Wray Sr. and Lani have donated untold time and effort over the years, among other
activities, being avalanche awareness training attended each year by many Ski Club and Alpine Club
members along with our community members in general. One of their efforts has been
establishment of the Wray Landon Legacy Fund in memory of their son and his life long bond with
the Outdoors. Your Board considered this a very worthy cause, congruent with the values we hold
as a Club.
For those members interested in making an individual contribution to the Teton Regional Land Trust
through the Wray Landon Legacy Fund - please call (208) 354-8939. This is a very worthy cause and
your contributions regardless of size will be very much appreciated.
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Spring Social: May 9 At Idaho Brewing Co.
Date: Saturday, May 9th, 3:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Place: Idaho Brewing Co. Tasting Room and Beer Garden,
775 S. Capital Ave., Idaho Falls
All members and families, both adults and children are
invited.
Arrangements as follows:
All members are invited and will receive two complimentary
beverage tickets (beer or wine) and one each barbecue
ticket (bratwurst or hamburger with fixings and side). Food
will be available from 3:30 to 6:00 PM. Come to enjoy the
'End of Season' Spring Social with fellow ski club members.
Share good memories of the past season and fun plans for
warmer weather. Additional beverages or barbecue
selections will be on a cash basis.
Complimentary soft drinks will be available.

The band 'Drive' will be playing from 4:00-7:00 PM.
A Local Classic Rock, R&B Band.

Photos by Sandy Bryan
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Pizza, Pizza!!! … French Fry, French Fry!!!!
Over 500 Ski Club members took advantage of this season’s lessons at Grand Targhee. Most were either
beginners or intermediate skiers or snowboarders wanting to learn or improve on developing their skills.
Advanced and expert skiers and snowboarders took advantage of the Club’s offered lessons to further refine or
hone special skills. Others want to try different methods for getting down the mountain, like telemark skis, or
skiers trying snowboards or cross-country skiing (traditional or skate skiing). However you took advantage of
these lessons, the professional instructors at Grand Targhee were ready to help you to improve and most
importantly, to have fun during the learning experience.
If you have not taken advantage of these great lesson offers, next year Moira Solle will be offering these great
lessons at the Ghee. So put the Grand Targhee Instructionals on your calendar for next season.

Photos by Debbie Rasch
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Sun Valley 2015

This was an excellent week to be in Sun Valley, the weather was warm, the snow soft, and the music was
outstanding. This car pool trip allows everyone to establish their own arrival and departure dates, and the
number of days they want to ski. With clear skies and warm temperature, it did not take long to be worn out
from skiing. Seattle Ridge held excellent snow and the runs from the top to bottom, either River Run or Warm
Springs, were well covered. All the south facing slopes were snow free, but the east facing and north facing had
plenty of cover. A large group of Club Members gather each day around 3 PM outside the River Run Lodge to
relax, have some drinks, and remember the runs of that day. On Friday and Saturday, there were bands at both
River Run and Warm Springs. The Bands started at 2:30 PM and played until 6:00 PM each day. Sitting in the
warm sun shine, holding a cold beer and listening to a band is the perfect way to conclude an outstanding day of
skiing.
This year, the Sun Valley Lodge was undergoing renovations, so members had to stay in either the Sun Valley
Inn or the numerous condos close to the Inn. Sitting in the Olympic size hot tub and watching the stars come
out after dining at the Ram is one way we enjoyed ourselves after skiing. The Sun Valley Opera House also
showed movies. We were able to catch a special adventure movie that combined skiing with parasailing. The
movie was very enjoyable and we got to see another sport that we will not be trying anytime soon.
One of Debbie’s favorite after ski activity is visiting the local shops. This time of year, most of the shops were
offering discounts on almost everything. Some discounts were 50% to 70% off. Other shops offered special
discounts to the Idaho Falls Ski Club.
Dining in the area was excellent. We got to visit the Sun Valley Golf Club, which has an excellent restaurant
especially for lunch. Bald Mountain Pizza offers both pizza and several Italian dishes, along with free movie
ticket to the Sun Valley Opera House.
We hope you can join us next year for another great trip to Sun Valley. Coordinator: Don & Debbie Rasch

Photos by Debbie Rasch

Big Sky 2015
The bus loaded in Idaho Falls with over
50 Ski Club members for another
exciting weekend at Big Sky. The bus
had lots of food, drinks, games and
prizes. Everyone won a prize and the
drive to Big Sky went by very quickly.
At Big Sky, the temperatures was
abnormally warm for this time of year,
but the slopes were well covered. After
hitting the all-you-can-eat breakfast
buffet, it was a short walk from the
Huntley Lodge to the chair lifts.
Saturday’s dinner was on your own at
any of the many restaurants in the
village area. Saturday evening Big Sky
Resort provided the Ski Club with a
wine and cheese social.
Two days of skiing and two days at the
breakfast buffet, it was time to load the
bus for the drive home. Pizza and
beer/wine, sodas/water for the nondrinkers, help pass some of the time.
The rest of the time was spent watching
a movie, reading, talking, or just
sleeping. Thanks to Leslie Roberts for
coordinating another great trip.
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Jackson Hole 2015
Barb and Glen Hayes managed to consistently put together a great weekend in Jackson, Wyoming. For
over 30 years the Ski Club has been gathering at the Antler Hotel, just one block from the town square.
In as many years, the Antler Hotel has been providing a wild game dinner for the Club members on the
trip. This year, we had barbequed elk with all the trimmings, while the Ski Club provides all the drinks
for the dinner. The Antler Hotel provides their large conference room for the dinner. After a day of
skiing, it is nice to relax at the dinner and talk skiing with everyone in attendance.
As for skiing, Jackson Hole received almost a foot of snow on Friday. While some members skied
Grand Targhee on the way to Jackson on Friday, others skied there on Sunday on the return trip. The
fresh snow made for great skiing at both resorts. Jackson will be installing a new lift next year which
will open up new skiable areas on the mountain that was only accessible via hiking either up the
headwall or up the Craig's. We are looking forward to next year’s Club trip and skiing new terrain.

Photos by Debbie Rasch

Staff of the Snow Eagle getting ready for the crowd

Grand Targhee Resort
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Fall Kick-Off Social
Snow Eagle Brewing & Gril
Oct 2014

Kevin Skinner: wins the snowboard
from Idaho Mountain Trading

We would
like to thank
all who
donated the
great prizes.
Free drinks
and appetizers
to all club
members
were provided
by the club.
We hope you
enjoyed this
fun evening!

Ski club Members enjoying free brew & food

Suzette Olson: Wins Season Pass at Grand Targhee
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A Quite Day at Pomerelle!
Our trip to Pomerelle February 28th was a
quiet day! Absent were the harsh scraping
sounds, which have plagued our ski
slopes. Silence prevailed as the result of 5
inches of fresh powder! Even the stiff
cold northeast wind that was blowing
during the drive down became silent
within the first couple of runs. By noon
there was blue sky, sun shine, and not
even a hint of a breeze. The temperature
was perfect. The fresh snow stayed light
all day. Yes, it was a most splendid quiet
day on the slopes enjoyed by 39 or our ski
club members.
If you’ve never been to Pomerelle, please
check it out this next season. Our club
runs two day trips to Pomerelle each
season, and at $10 for youth and $15 for
adults, it is very affordable.
Coordinator: Kevin Skinner

Photos by Kevin Skinner
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What’s happening to the snowpack?

By Don Rasch

Whether you call it “Global Warming”, or “Climate Change”, or “Just the Normal Weather Cycles”,
we had a lower snow pack this winter. How is the lower snow pack impacting the local ski areas has
just as many different outcomes. First, let’s leave the debate on the warming or cooling of the earth to
the scientists and politicians. Let’s look at what is happening locally. Most of the large local ski areas
had a fantastic year. Jackson Hole, Sun Valley, and Grand Targhee all had outstanding numbers of
skiers this year, above last year’s numbers. Why you ask? In talking with resort people at each area, it
was mostly because California had a miserable snow year as part of the four year drought that is
seriously impacting the State. Skiers that would normally visit California resorts, changed their plans
to resorts in our area. Smaller resorts in the area were hurt by the lower snowpack, which also shorten
their ski season.
Most of our snows came early this year, November and December had the area snowpacks well above
normal. January saw warm spring like weather enter the area which had many local people switching
to bicycling, hiking, golfing, and other spring sports by the middle of January. The ski areas were able
to manage the surplus of early snow, from early January to the end of March, snowstorms were few.
When storms arrived in the area, the warm temperature brought them in as rain or a wet heavy snow,
more like the Sierras or the Cascades. These storms were able to help keep the local resorts open
though their planned season.
What can we expect for next year? As they say on Wall Street, “Pass performance is no guarantee of
future performance” or in our case, future snow fall. We will need to see if next year’s snow fall is
helping to set a lower snowfall pattern or will we return to “normal”. Between now and then, we can
do our “snowdances” or whatever it takes to bring back the big snowstorms. In the mean time I have
been checking out the soil content to see if Pineapple can grow here in Idaho.

Special Thanks to the Departing Board Members:
In May 2015 the current Board will be handing off the torch to the 2015/16 Board of Directors.
Several Board Members will be leaving us: Dave Brown Treasurer, Leslie Soderquist Secretary, Kevin
Skinner Alpine Director, Gail Rochelle Members Benefits, and Kelly Bentz Social. We want to thank
them for serving on the Board and hope to see them at future Ski Club events and trips.
To all Ski Club Members, the Board has several open Director positions and some openings for trip
coordinators. If you are interested in being a Board member or a trip coordinator, please contact any of
the active Board members. We are looking forward to having new people join the Board.
The Idaho Falls Ski Club web page has a full listing of open positions and position descriptions. Visit
www.ifskiclub.com for further information.

www.ifskiclub.com

