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Avalanche Training Course Level I

“Best In The West”

   Although our unstable snow pack made
it a poor season for back country adven-
ture, it has been an excellent one for ava-
lanche training.
   Those participating in our club spon-
sored level 1 avalanche training course in
mid-January had the opportunity to expe-
rience some of nature’s most obvious
warnings of avalanche danger; the un-
nerving ‘whumphing sound’ that comes
from collapsing weak layers, and the
sight of shooting cracks.
   Often avalanche incidents are said to
have occurred without warning, but
based on our three days of class room
and field training we were convinced
otherwise.  There may not always be
whumphing sounds or shooting cracks,
but other warnings are available.
   The warnings can be grouped into four
categories; snowpack, terrain, weather,
and human factors.  A sample from each
is discussed here, but multiple clues in
each category must be addressed in eval-
uating avalanche risk.

   Snowpack history is foundational.  We
learned our Teton snow pack is plagued
with instability this year because of per-
sistent depth hoar, a weak layer of sugary
ice crystals near the earth’s surface that
resulted from the combination of the
shallow snow pack and cold tempera-
tures early in the season.
   Slope is a primary terrain consider-
ation.  Slopes between 30° and 50° are
the most prone for avalanches, and those
with 38° are dubbed, “prime time” since
they have the greatest potential.  Should
these slopes be avoided?  Not necessari-
ly.  You must integrate information from
all four categories in formulating your
decision.  However, our instructor, Dan
Corn, was emphatic, “when snow stabil-
ity is the question, terrain is the answer.”
Stay on low angle slopes when the snow-
pack is unstable.
   Weather that rapidly increase snow
load, be it new snow or wind deposited
snow, increases stress in the snowpack
and primes the avalanche potential.

   Human factors are a menace that can
bias our interpretation of clues.  Beware
the power of the Bluebird Day.  Most
avalanche accidents occur on gorgeous
days when people are lured on to the 30°
to 50° slopes, and are swooned into not
fully respecting the clues of snowpack
instability.
   Despite learning the warnings of ava-
lanche danger, avalanches are unpredict-
able.  No avalanche course is complete
without practicing avalanche rescue pro-
cedures.
   If you plan to spend time in the back-
country skiing, riding, snow shoeing, or
snowmobiling; beware, there are ava-
lanches waiting for you.  Prepare your-
self by signing up for next year’s
avalanche course.  We thank Wray and
Lani Landon for organizing this valuable
course taught by the American Ava-
lanche Institute of Jackson, Wyoming.

by Kevin Skinner



Craters of the Moon Day Trip by Glen Hayes

On a beautiful sunny day in February, six  members of the
ski club (5 skiers and 1 snowshoer) ventured over to Craters
of the Moon. For the skiers, the groomed trial was in good
shape, quite fast but not icy. Off trail was a little adventur-
ous, good for a light weight, but a breakable crust for those
carrying a few extra pounds. As for snowshoeing, this is a

excellent way to explore Craters’.  After climbing several of
the volcanic domes in areas where summer hikers would
have a difficult time venturing, according to Don Rasch it
was a nice easy hike back to the visitor center , the starting
point. If you have not x-c skied or snowshoed at Craters of
the Moon, you are missing a "jewel" in our backyard.

Glen Hayes, Alan & Alice Crockett, John & Marian Buzzell

Snow Eagle Brewing & Grill
455 River Parkway, Idaho Falls

$5.00 Adult Members
$8.00 Non Members

Under 21 Free
Includes 2 Tickets for beer, wine, pop

Buffet Style Appetizers
Awards and Prizes

Call Sherrie Rohner for info:
208-313-3769

Idaho Falls Ski Club Party
Friday, April 13, 2012

7pm-10pm

Kelly Canyon Ski Team
2nd Annual Spring
Sports Gear Sale

Saturday, April 28, 2012 (9am-3pm)

Bonneville County Fairgrounds
2925 Rollandet, Idaho Falls

Check-in:  Friday, April 27rd (3pm-7pm)
Sale Hours:  Saturday, April 28rd (9am-3pm)

Item Pick-up:  Saturday, April 28rd (4pm-6pm)
$2.00 Adults

Kids 12 & under free

Bring your sports items to the fairgrounds,
clean and in good condition

All sales are CASH or CHECK only
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As I write this message, March has begun, the temps are in the 40s with 50s forecasted and there is a passion
still for freshly groomed trails and inches of snowfall to complete the ski season. And, don’t forget there are still
2 fun filled weekend trips to Sun Valley (March 22 - 26) & Snowbird Weekend (April 20 - 22) for you and your
family to enjoy spring skiing.  Contact Don Rasch for information:  skibiz@Ida.net

The Annual Ski Sale was a success. The success of the Ski Sale over the past several years has allowed us to
keep the membership cost low.  The Ski Sale also supports the Kelly Canyon Race Team which provides the
ability for developing skiing for kids in our area. Thanks to all our great ski sale volunteers, including the many
of whom performed the set up and take down duties and did it with a smile!

The Kelly Canyon Nordic Area had another successful year.  The trails were well maintained and the huts were
well used.  In a couple weeks, we will start the process of removing our equipment and huts from the area,
when the Kelly Canyon Ski Resort closes for the year.  We are always looking for volunteers to help us main-
tain this special cross-country ski area and the snowshoe trails.  If you are interested in helping, please contact
Ken Hahn at kehahn@msn.com

The Ski Club ran many successful Nordic and Alpine trips this year.  The Yellowstone Nordic Trip took many
Club Members into Old Faithful Area for an extended weekend in the world’s first National Park, which is spe-
cial anytime of the year.  As I am writing this note, other Club Members are in Italy skiing.  Europe is experi-
encing snow like we had last year, so they must be having a wonderful trip.  Our three Targhee Instructional’s
have set records for the number of lessons.  Our members really like the discounts we have arranged with Tar-
ghee for these lessons.

This year, the first group of Club Members completed the Level One Avalanche training from the American
Avalanche Institute arranged by Wray and Lani Landon.  If you have been watching all the news this winter on
the high avalanche danger and are thinking of doing any backcountry travel, I strongly recommend this training
next year.

The IFSC is running a Photo Contest through April 30th, 2012. Our Board will select the winning photo or pho-
tos for use in the Ski Club’s poster for next year’s Ski Sale. The winner(s) will also receive a free membership
to the Idaho Falls Ski Club for the 2012-13 ski seasons. See additional details on the web-site or contact our
Member Benefits Director, Erin Walkowiak at:  erin.walkowiak@gmail.com

The first electronic newsletter was sent to members in January. If you did not receive it via e-mail, you can
view it on our web-site under Newsletter January 2012 edition.

Note the ballot on the back page.  Please show your support and take the time to vote for your new board mem-
bers.

Summer is around the corner and soon, most people will start planning their summer vacations and putting
away the ski equipment.  This is the time of year your Ski Club Board starts planning for next season, working
with resorts on future trips, fixing the Nordic trail, maintain equipment, and planning for the ski swap in No-
vember.  If you have time and want to volunteer, now is the time to contact any Board Member to learn more on
the operations of your Ski Club.

Remember safety first and have a great time!

Karin Brown, IFSC President

President’s Message:  Thanks to all the volunteers for a successful year!!! 3



                                          #1     #2      #3     #4
President
Karin Brown                   ---     ---     ---     ---

*-------------------------        ---     ---     ---     ---
Vice President
Robin Villarreal               ---     ---     ---     ---

*-------------------------        ---     ---     ---     ---
Secretary
Andrea St.Clair               ---     ---     ---     ---

*-------------------------        ---     ---     ---     ---
Treasurer
Dave Brown                    ---     ---     ---     ---

*-------------------------        ---     ---     ---     ---
Membership
Sam Alessi                    ---     ---     ---     ---

*-------------------------        ---     ---     ---     ---

                                      #1     #2    #3    #4
Newsletter
Debbie Rasch                 ---     ---     ---     ---

*--------------------------       ---     ---      ---     ---
Alpine
Don Rasch                      ---     ---      ---     ---

*--------------------------       ---     ---     ---     ---
Publicity
Jeni Baker                 ---     ---      ---    ---

*--------------------------        ---     ---      ---     ---
Web Site
Bev Novak                       ---     ---      ---     ---

*--------------------------        ---     ---      ---     ---
Nordic
Bob Lugar                       ---     ---      ---     ---

*--------------------------        ---     ---      ---     ---

                                       #1     #2      #3    #4
Nordic Area
Ken Hahn                      ---     ---      ---     ---

*--------------------------         ---     ---      ---     ---
Social
Sherrie Rohner (I)            ---     ---      ---     ---

Randell Lillie            ---     ---      ---     ---

Member @ Large
Not open- 2 year
Position                             ---     ---      ---     ---

Member Benefits
Erin Walkowiak                 ---     ---     ---      ---

*--------------------------          ---     ---     ---      ---

  1st line nominees;  2nd line  * Write-in votes

Adult        Name        Membership                    Signature
Member                    #
#1 ___________________________      ______________   ___________________________
#2 ___________________________        ______________   ___________________________
#3 ___________________________      ______________   ___________________________
#4 ___________________________        ______________   ___________________________

Voting Rules for the 2012/2013 Board of Directors
1) Voting is limited to Adult Club Members only and one vote per Adult Club Member.  All voting is to be done on the Official Ballot
containing typed or printed (legibly) full name, membership number, and signed. Four members can vote on one ballot.
2) There are two acceptable ways to vote:

I)  Complete the ballot and mail to Idaho Falls Ski Club, Care of Darrell Patterson
     P.O. Box 52301, Idaho Falls, Idaho 83405
II) Completed ballots can be scanned and emailed directly to Darrell Patterson
      at pat_tap@msn.com

3) All ballots must be received by 6 PM on April 2, 2012

Ballot enclosed, please
take the time to vote, in-
structions provided.  The
2012/2013 Board will be
announced at the April 3.
Meeting held at the Pub-
lic Library at 7:00 PM

Idaho Falls Ski Club
P.O. Box 52301
Idaho Falls, ID 83405

IFSC
2012-13


