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For the last ski club corner of the season, the Idaho Falls Ski Club has news about the Far West Ski 

Association 85th annual convention. The convention will be held in Boise, Idaho from June 7 to June 11.  

This convention features several social events, educational opportunities, and a travel expo featuring ski 

resorts and ski-related businesses from western states. 

The Idaho Falls Ski Club will be presenting an educational seminar at the convention.  Our club is one of 

the largest in the west, and the seminar will feature the club history, activities, and provide practical 

information on how to grow a successful club. The Kelly Canyon Nordic Area, the many trips and 

instructionals, ski area vouchers, social events, and ways of communicating with our members will be 

covered in the seminar. 

The Idaho Falls Ski Club is part of the Intermountain Ski Council, which was formed in 2007 to promote 

snow sports in Idaho and Utah.  30 clubs are part of the Intermountain Ski Council.  The Intermountain 

Ski Council is a member of the Far West Ski Association.  Due to these relationships, Idaho Falls Ski Club 

members are also members of the Intermountain Ski Council and the Far West Ski Association. 

The Far West Ski Association is one of the oldest and largest ski associations in the United States.  It 

started as the California Ski Association in 1930 and was formed as a direct result of California losing the 

1932 Winter Olympic Games to Lake Placid, New York.  California found that the world did not know 

about the opportunities for snow sports in the “Land of Sunshine and Flowers”.  Skiers organized to 

promote California, even securing Lake Tahoe as the home for the 1932 U.S. Team tryouts for ski-

jumping and cross-country skiing. 

In its early years, the California Ski Association was instrumental in building and supporting ski patrols, 

certifying ski instructors, and encouraging competitions.  In 1948, the name was changed to the Far 

West Ski Association. One major achievement was helping to secure Squaw Valley as the location for the 

1960 Winter Olympics. 

Today, the Far West Ski Association has expanded to all states in the west, including Hawaii and Alaska.  

The Association supports safety, ski area development, racing, and trips.  It also offers many member 

benefits, including deals on lodging and skiing in our area.  Future organized trips includes adventures to 

Banff,  Alyeska and the Iditarod in Alaska, France, Chile, and even India. More information is available on 

the Association website at www.fwsa.org.   

Idaho Falls Ski Club members can take advantage of all the Far West Ski Association has to offer by 

requesting a free Far West Ski Association membership card from the ski club.  All members are invited 

to attend the 85th convention in Boise in June.  This is the first time the convention has been held so 

close to our community.  It will provide a great opportunity to find out more about the travel and winter 

sports adventure activities taking place across the west. 

On behalf of the Idaho Falls Ski Club, I wish you a fun and safe summer.  We will celebrate the end of the 

season with a party at Idaho Brewing Company on April 29 from 1 to 4 pm.  Everyone is invited, 

including families and nonmembers. For our summer activity, the Club is planning a ‘Night at the 

Chukars’; check our website or if you are a member, watch your email for more details. 



 


