
Time to Harvest Corn 

by Bob Lugar 

Although winter is slowly coming to an end in the valley, it is not letting up yet in the 

mountains!  The following excerpt from the jhavalanche.org website says it all: 

“Record snowfall was recorded at the mid and upper snow study plots at the Jackson Hole 

Mountain Resort in February 2017. The Rendezvous Bowl plot received 148 inches of snow with 

18.2 inches of moisture. The mid mountain plot received 122 inches of snow with 13.9 inches of 

moisture. These values exceeded any of the previous values for the month of February in the 51 

seasons that the resort has operated. Snow depths at the Rendezvous Bowl plot near the end of 

February were deeper than any other time in the resort’s history for those dates. These record 

snow depths are consistent with data from Snotel sites across the western states which also 

reported record high snow levels on March 1. In western Wyoming, settled snow depths on 

March 2 at 9,000 feet ranged from 7 to 12 feet. Snow surfaces were primarily comprised of loose 

snow but were impacted by the sun on steep south facing slopes. The record snowfall and strong 

winds have created large cornices in the backcountry.” 

With record level snowpack we should have terrific spring skiing at the resorts, and backcountry 

skiers/snowboarders may have adequate snow coverage well into the month of May!  And with 

spring snow conditions comes the holy grail of spring snow, the mysterious and elusive “corn 

snow.” Corn snow is named not for color (as in an old Frank Zappa song about huskies), but 

instead for its unique texture and equally unique skiing/snowboarding experience. Corn snow is 

large-grained rounded crystals formed by the repeated melting and freezing of the snow surface. 

Its occurrence is usually in the spring when large grains of snow freeze together overnight, then 

loosen as the sun warms them during the day. If you time it just right, skiing corn is a blast, as it 

has become soft and forgiving, able to support a planted ski pole, but not too wet and slushy. 

Early morning powder snobs will have a tough time finding the best corn snow, because it’s not 

about being first on the lift or catching the early cat ski.  It’s all about time, temperature, slope 

aspect, and patience!  This is why resorts don’t send out “corn alerts!”   

The National Avalanche Center (http://www.fsavalanche.org) sums it up best:  

“Corn Snow becomes “ripe” when the bonds between the snow grains just start to melt, 

providing a velvety surface texture perfect for many types of riding. This usually occurs in the 

morning hours, but the exact timing is very aspect dependent. Seasoned corn harvesters know 

that predicting this timing is an art form honed through experience. If you’re too early, the frozen 

surface can rattle out your fillings. Worse is arriving too late, after too many bonds have melted 

and the corn snow has turned into deep, dangerous slush. The slope that may have been perfect 

an hour ago is now prime for wet snow avalanches.” 

Before you start putting away your skis/snowboards and begin thinking about planting your 

garden, think about a different kind of corn, and keep dreaming that maybe this is the spring 

you’ll be on the slopes at just the right time to experience wonderful Corn snow! 

http://www.fsavalanche.org/


Ski Club News:  Sign up by March 20 for the annual spring trip to Sun Valley.  You can choose 

any and all dates between April 2 and 9 to stay and ski at world-famous Sun Valley!  Check the 

ski club website at ifskiclub.com for more information.  


